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Shaping Mohua Golden Bay's Reserves for a Regenerative Future 
A community guide to the Golden Bay Reserves consultation 

Submissions close 30 March 2025 

ABOUT THIS GUIDE 

Tasman District Council is seeking community input on the future management of 
Golden Bay's parks and reserves. Reserve Management Plans guide decisions for 
the next 10+ years — this is your opportunity to shape how these precious public 
lands serve our community and support biodiversity. 
This guide helps you make a submission aligned with Mohua 2042's vision for a 
regenerative community. Our approach is grounded in whakapapa (connections), 
whanaungatanga (community), manaakitanga (caring), and kia kaha (confidence) 
— values that can strengthen how we care for our reserves. 

What's inside: 
• Why preserving public reserves matters 
• 5 opportunity areas for regenerative management 
• Sample submission language 

THREE STEPS TO PARTICIPATE 
1. Choose reserves you care about 
2. Pick 1-3 ideas that resonate (see below) 
3. Submit at shape.tasman.govt.nz/GB-Reserves or Tākaka Service Centre 

PRESERVE PUBLIC RESERVES 
Important: As Council faces budget pressures, we need to ensure reserves aren't 
sold to reduce overhead costs. These lands provide irreplaceable community, 
environmental, and cultural value. Rather than disposal, we should explore: 

• Community partnerships for shared management and maintenance 
• Volunteer stewardship programs reducing Council workload 
• Co-governance with Manawhenua ki Mohua sharing responsibility 
• Low-maintenance native restoration reducing long-term costs 

Consider including this in your submission: "I support retaining all public reserves in 
perpetuity. Rather than selling land to reduce costs, I encourage Council to explore 
community partnerships, volunteer programs, and low-maintenance native 
restoration that preserve public access while reducing overhead." 
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5 Opportunities for Regenerative Management 
These align with Mohua 2042's values (whakapapa, whanaungatanga, manaakitanga, 
kia kaha) and our vision for flourishing communities working in concert with nature. 

1. Kaitiakitanga — Stewardship for Future Generations 
• Set explicit ecological improvement goals 
• Enable community restoration through volunteer planting and pest control 
• Partner with Manawhenua ki Mohua for co-governance 
• Include biodiversity monitoring to track progress 

2. Biodiversity & Regeneration 
• Prioritize native species in all plantings 
• Create habitat corridors connecting reserves 
• Coordinate integrated pest management 
• Designate biodiversity sanctuaries 

3. Connection & Community Access 
• Design accessible infrastructure for all ages and abilities 
• Add educational signage sharing ecological and cultural stories 
• Develop walking/cycling connections between reserves 
• Foster outdoor learning partnerships 

4. Climate Resilience 
• Manage as climate refugia for vulnerable species 
• Protect streams and wetlands 
• Plan for sea level rise 
• Increase canopy cover 

5. Participatory Management 
• Establish community advisory groups 
• Create adopt-a-reserve programs 
• Hold regular community hui 
• Ensure transparent decision-making 

Sample Submission Language 
"I support [Reserve Name] being managed for biodiversity restoration with 
community involvement. I suggest: (1) native species targets and pest control 
goals; (2) community volunteer programs; (3) partnership with Manawhenua ki 
Mohua for co-governance; (4) biodiversity monitoring to track progress. I also 
request that Council retain all public reserves rather than selling land to reduce 
costs." 
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SUBMIT 
Online: shape.tasman.govt.nz/GB-Reserves 
In person: Tākaka Service Centre, 78 Commercial Street 

NEED HELP? 
Mohua 2042 can help develop your submission or facilitate group submissions.  

Contact: mohua2042@gmail.com 
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